
 

 
 

 
Islamorada, Village of Islands 

 
Typical Legal Documents Required by the 

Department of Planning and Development Services 
 

 
A Unity of Title is a legal document which typically binds two or more lots together for 
the purposes of development. The Village Code requires a Unity of Title in certain 
instances. Examples include a house which straddles two lots or development of an 
accessory structure such as a pool, shed or tiki hut on an adjacent lot. This binding 
document may be released by the Director of Planning and Development Services once it 
has been demonstrated that the original purpose for requiring the Unity of Title has been 
reversed or eliminated. The Unity of Title is a legally binding document and an up-to-
date Opinion of Title is required to be submitted with the document. A Joinder may also 
be required.  
 
Please Note: A Unity of Title is different from a Combination of Title, which may be done for tax purposes 
through the Monroe County Property Appraiser (www.mcpafl.org). 
 
A Grant of Conservation Easement Agreement (GOCEA, or simply “Conservation 
Easement”) is a legal document which ensures the preservation of sensitive habitats. The 
Village Code requires a Conservation Easement in certain instances. An example may 
be the clearing of sensitive habitat for development (both permitted and unpermitted). 
Pursuant to Florida Statute 704.06, the Conservation Easement requires that the habitat 
be preserved in its natural state, be kept clear of any invasive exotic vegetation and not be 
substantially altered. Although the Conservation Easement places certain restrictions on 
property, it may also result in a reduced tax burden for the property owner. The 
Conservation Easement is a legally binding document and an up-to-date Opinion of 
Title is required to be submitted with the document. A Joinder may also be required. 
 
Please Note: As the Conservation Easement needs to be recorded in the Monroe County Clerk of the 
Court, a full legal survey and description of the area to be placed under the easement is needed. 
 
The Affordable Housing Deed Restriction (“Deed Restriction”) restricts a dwelling 
unit for use as affordable housing, as it is defined the Village Code. The Deed 
Restriction is a legally binding document, an up-to-date Opinion of Title is required to be 
submitted with the document. A Joinder may also be required. 
 
 
 

Please contact the Planning Department (305-664-6400) for any of these documents. 
All Monroe County recording fees shall be paid by the Applicant. 


